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CHARTER  MEMBERSHIPS  CLOSED 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  advanced  another  rung  on  the  ladder  of  attain- 
ment. Fifty  charter  members  comprise  the  core  of  the  organisation  and  a wait- 
ing list  of  applicants  exists.  The  first  two  regular  members  are  also  on  the 
roster.  Like  a deck  of  cards,  52  is  the  magic  number  but,  unlike  any  card  deck, 
the  "Guild  deck"  is  ALL  ACES! 


August  22,  in  the  El  Cortez  Hotel,  San  Diego,  Calif,  is  the  point  of  contact 
for  Guild  members.  The  Washington  Room  has  been  secured  for  this  important  meet- 
ing and  the  9:30  p.m.  time  has  been  reserved.  Please  let  the  Guild  know  if  you 
plan  to  attend.  All  Charter,  Regular  and  Associate  Members  are  invited. 

* * * 


ONWARD  AND  UPWARD 

The  completion  of  the  Charter  Ros- 
ter indicates  the  wonderful  coopera- 
tion of  writers,  curators,  editors, 
and  specialists  in  the  numismatic  field. 

Obviously,  many  individuals  who  mer- 
it recognition  have  not  been  contacted 
as  yet  and  as  time  allows  and  members 
nominate,  the  Guild  will  expand. 

The  acting  membership  committee  has 
completed  its  initial  contact  and  now 
a permanent  organization  is  assured. 

One  of  the  tasks  to  be  undertaken  at 
the  August  convention  will  be  to  check 
viewpoints  of  members  and  to  adopt  by- 
laws. Non-attending  Guild  members  are 
invited  to  forward  suggestions  for  a 
constitution. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  membership 
roster  be  kept  small  to  achieve  better 
contact  with  Guild  members.  The  "one  a 
year"  ruling,  if  retained,  will  help  to 
assure  closer  relationship. 

A COSTLY  ORGANIZATION? 

One  of  our  members  suggested  that 
the  Guild  should  charge  dues,  stating 
that  the  "no  cost"  idea  indicated  a 
weakness.  In  rebuttal  to  this  view, 
the  following  idea  is  expressed:  The 


Numismatic  Literary  Guild  is  the  MOST 
expensive  organization  in  our  field! 
Your  cost  has  been  the  years  of  effort 
and  experience  involved  in  attaining 
the  national  recognition  which  evolved 
into  your  invitational  membership. 

IN  BOX  10039 

A letter  from  an  unnamed  writer  asks 
"why  do  the  members  not  form  an  in-or- 
ganization group  to  write  articles  for 
•The  Numismatist*"?  Another  question 
from  the  same  member  (who  requested 
anonimity)  was,  "why  not  use  photos  in 
the  newsletter?"  We  are  moving  in  that 
direction  and  as  soon  as  a budget  is 
available,  photos  will  be  used. 

Speaking  of  budgets  ...  as  usual, 
the  Guild  would  appreciate  autographed 
articles  and/or  autographed  "roughs"  of 
articles  with  original  corrections  and 
a tear  sheet  of  the  published  material. 
Several  such  sets  are  in  the  files  and 
will  be  auctioned  off  in  the  near  fu- 
ture but  we  lack  a large  enough  list 
to  promote  the  sale.  YOUR  autograph  on 
an  article  would  be  a big  help. 

NON-NUMISMATIC  PUBLICATIONS 

"Author  and  Journalist"  has  been  pub- 
lished for  fifty-three  years.  It  con- 
tains market  listings  and  an  informal, 
but  educational,  slant  on  how  to  write 
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and  sell.  Single  copies  are  50^-  The 
rate  of  $6  for  a year  is  not  rational  as 
some  issues  are  combined  and  thus  you 
may  have  circulation  problems.  Send  for 
a copy  from:  Author  & Journalist,  8?0 
National  Press  Bldg.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20004. 

"Publishers*  Weekly”  gives  an  in- 
sight into  the  book,,  industry  — what  is 
selling,  what  should  be  and  what  is  pub- 
pished.  Book  stores  use  it  but  it  may 
give  Guild  members  who  are  about  to  see 
their  book  in  print  an  idea  of  who  to 
contact.  Publishers'  Weekly,  1180  Ave. 
of  the  Americas,  New  York,  N.  Y.  100 36. 

$15  per  year. 

"Readers  and  Writers"  is  published  at 
130-21  224th  St.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.  11412. 

Subscription  price,  $1.50  for  6 issues. 

The  publication  is  devoted  to  showcas- 
ing creative  work  of  college  students. 

Poet  members  will  enjoy  the  unusual  odes 
of  the  mod.  generation. 

A "THANK  YOU"  TO  MALTER-WESTERFIELD 
The  Guild  library  received  a boost 
when  the  publishing  firm  of  Malter-Wes- 
terfield  donated  an  entire  set  of  their 
highly  informative  numismatic  books. 

Among  the  new  additions  are: 

Descriptive  Cat.  Ancient  Greek  Coins  - Hill 
History  of  Jewish  Coinage  - Madden 
Byzantine  Coin  Values  - Rynearson,  N.L.G. 
Coinage  of  Switzerland  - Clarke 
Hist.  Ref.  to  Coins  of 

Roman  Empire  - Sydenham 
Coinage  of  Ancient  & Med.  India  - Rupson 
Coinage  of  Lydia  & Persia  - Head 
Coinage  of  Parthia  - Gardner 

RARE  NOTEBOOK  ADDED 

Charles  Hoskins  has  donated  the  ex- 
ceptional notes  from:  "The  Conservation 
of  Antiquities  and  Works  of  Art"  by  H.  J. 
Plenderleith.  Curators  will  enjoy  this  as 
will  anyone  involved  in  the  field. 

OUR  LIBRARY  EXPANDS 
Thanks  to  Jim  Miller  of  Behn-Miller 
Publications,  the  Guild  library  has  been 
enriched  with  a complete  set  of  COINage 
magazines  in  binders. 

CAN  YOU  HELP? 

This  column  is  used  as  a source  of 
contact  for  numismatic  cooperation.  Re- 
sults thus  far  have  been  very  successful. 


If  you  are  doing  research  and  need  some 
help,  why  not  make  use  of  the  "Can  You 
Help?*  column? 

SOMETHING  NEW  ! ! I 

Our  able  Public  Relations  man,  Tom 
Becker,  has  introduced  a "Pictures  At 
An  Exhibition"  idea.  Open  only  to  full 
or  part-time  photographers  employed  by 
a numismatic  firm  or  agency,  the  photos 
must  be  numismatic  in  content.  Photos 
need  not  necessarily  be  of  coins,  medals, 
etc.  but  can  be  a portrait,  product,  or 
any  approach  in  keeping  with  the  theme 
of  numismatics. 

Awards  will  be  given  for  first,  second 
and  third.  Photos  will  be  displayed  and 
winners  announced  at  the  August  Guild 
meeting.  Submit  unmounted  8x10  or  11x14 
black  and  white  photos  to  Thomas  Becker, 
Money  Museum,  National  Bank  of  Detroit, 

611  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich.  48232. 
Deadline  for  photos  is  August  1 1 . Please 
title  and  give  photo  data,  exposure,  etc. 

TRY  THIS 

One  of  the  best  tricks  for  members  who 
are  NOT  photographers  or  for  photographers 
who  do  not  have  the  negative  they  need,  is 
to  submit  line  art  with  your  story. 

You  can  have  a photo  copy  of  any  printed 
picture  or  make  a black  and  white  photo  of 
your  own  subject.  Then  use  Higgins  water- 
proof ink  and  draw  over  the  photo.  Use  as 
simple  or  involved  art  as  you  wish.  When 
the  inking  has  been  completed,  allow  to  dry 
and  insert  the  photo  in  a concentrated  so- 
lution of  Iodine  and  bleach  the  photo  away. 
Place  the  red  tone  print  in  a solution  of 
hypo  (any  photographer  will  make  it  for 
you) . The  Iodine  disappears  and  you  have 
an  original  line  drawing  of  your  subject. 

To  add  detail,  visit  an  art  store  and  buy 
some  zip-a-tone.  This  is  pressed  onto  the 
art  and  can  create  shadows,  texture  or 
whatever  your  imagination  can  conjure.  By 
the  way,  dry  the  print  before  using  zip-a- 
tone  and  dry  it  by  heat  or  overnight  but 
do  NOT  place  face  down  on  a glossy  drier. 

AFTER  YOUR  BY-LINE  N.L.G. 

Members  are  beginning  to  stir  the  pub- 
lic's curiosity  by  placing  the  N.L.G.  after 
their  by-line.  It  is  an  exclusive  insignia 
as  only  52  members  merit  its  use.  PROUDLY 
display  it  after  your  name. 


NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD 


Newsletter 


BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOT  — - 

Robert  Ripley's  famous  books  of  the 
implausible  indicate  coins  are  among  the 
most  interesting  of  his  subjects.  For 
example : 

"The  Picayune,  worth  half  a dime, 
made  the  word  for  pettiness. 

"The  queen  of  Madagascar  was  buried 
in  a coffin  made  with  30t000  silver  dol- 
lars (1878). 

"Nigeria  used  needles  as  legal  money, 
(the  first  pin  money?). 

"King  James  V served  deep  dishes  of 
gold  coins  as  dessert  to  his  guests. 

"Rings  were  legal  tender  in  Ireland. 

"Count  Alfred  D'Orsay  helped  Baron 
Rothschild  look  for  a coin  which  had 
fallen  on  the  floor.  The  coin  was  a Louis 
D'Or  worth  $4.  The  Count  used  a 1,000 
franc  note  worth  $193  as  a candle. 

"A  debtor  in  Mandara,  Africa  can  pay 
his  obligation  to  the  estate  of  a de- 
ceased man  by  carrying  his  corpse  for 
days.  (When  the  debtor  says  'get  off  my 
back’,  he  means  itt). 

"Talk  about  'sound  money'!  Brass  gongs 
were  used  as  money  in  Java. 

"But  the  story  to  top  all  was  about 
a U.  S.  administration.  Andrew  Jackson 
liquidated  the  U.S.  National  Dept.  The 
contents  of  the  Treasury  was  then  distri- 
buted to  the  states  and  from  there  to  in- 
dividuals on  a per  capita  basis!" 

THE  NUMISMATIC  DIGEST 

All  coin  publications  project  an  im- 
age. The  recently  renamed  "Numismatic 
Digest",  with  its  crisp  white  paper  and 
excellent  half-tone  reproduction,  dedi- 
cates much  of  its  news  to  coin  clubs  and 
individuals.  The  term  "friendly"  pops 
into  mind  when  reading  it.  For  Guild 
members  who  have  not  subscribed  to  this 
well  rounded  publication,  a $3.50  check 
will  pay  for  a year  and  allow  you  to 
get  your  coin  news  in  capsule  form  — 
and  easy  to  take.  Numismatic  Digest, 

888  South  Lipan  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 
80223.  Publisher,  Dick  Hyde  and  his 
editor  wife  Barbara,  are  N.L.G.  mem- 
bers. 

WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 

COOPERATION  in  capital  letters  is 
the  Guild's  view  of  the  Whitman  Numis- 
matic Journal. 

Editor-in-Chief,  Richard  S.  Yeoman, 


Managing  Editor,  Ken  Bressett,  and  As- 
sociate Editors,  Neil  Shafer  and  Holland 
Wallace,  form  a substantial  portion  of 
the  Guild's  membership.  A year's  sub- 
scription to  this  superb  publication  is 
$3.50.  The  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal, 

1220  Mound  Ave. , Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 

MEET  YOUR  GUILD  MEMBERS 
(Alphabetical  Order) 

Ray  Byrne 

A.N.A.  Life  Member  No.  297  and  a solid 
numismatic  name  in  every  respect.  Ray  has 
authored  many  important  releases.  Among 
them,  "Coinage  of  Jamaica",  "Hispanola  Di- 
dided",  "Dutch  Colonial  Coins  in  America", 
and  the  prize  winning  "Legend  of  Rincon". 
Ray's  list  of  organizational  memberships 
discloses  selectivity  and  activity.  His 
articles  have  appeared  in  practically  every 
major  coin  publication  and  he  is  eminently 
qualified  to  use  the  N.L.G.  after  his  by- 
line. His  numismatic  specialty  is  wide  rang- 
ing and  covers  Central  and  Latin  America 
plus  Pennsylvania  Tokens. 

James  E.  Charlton 

C.N.A.  Life  Member  No.  6 and  one  of  the 
guiding  forces  in  the  Canadian  Numismatic 
World.  Charlton  is  best  known  to  the  aver- 
age collector  for  his  Coin  World  columns  and 
his  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coins, 
Tokens  and  Paper  Money.  The  1 968  Canadian 
Numismatic  Convention  Auction  will  feature 
his  catalogue.  The  superb  work  and  quality 
production  display  his  overall  know-how  in 
the  coinage  of  our  Northern  neighbor.  He 
operates  the  Canada  Coin  Exchange  featuring 
rare  coins,  tokens,  and  paper  money.  (In 
Toronto,  Canada). 

Courtney  L.  Coffing 

Executive  Editor  of  the  Numismatic  Scrap- 
book and  the  same  title  applies  when  describ- 
ing his  work  with  the  outstanding  publica- 
tion, World  Coins.  Courtney's  writings  have 
also  appeared  in  Coin  World  and  The  Numis- 
matist. His  specialty  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting in  numismatics  ...  at  least  to 
collectors  of  foreign  material.  He  prefers 
"Notgeld"  (Necessity  Money) . His  coin  back- 
ground is  extensive  as  indicated  by  his 
A.N.A.  number  of  14439.  Incidentally,  he 
holds  No.  26  in  O.I.N.  and  No.  25  in  T.N.A. 
For  a man  so  low  in  the  numerical  game  of 
membership,  Courtney  stands  extremely  high 
in  the  fascinating  world  of  coin  knowledge. 
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Virginia  Culver 

Any  long  time  collector  recognizes  the 
name,  Virginia  Culver,  as  a member  of  the 
A.N.A.  Board  of  Governors.  The  neophite 
sees  Virginia* s name  in  print  over  many 
articles  in  major  coin  publications.  Spe- 
cializing in  tokens  and  medals,  Virginia 
has  brought  added  interest  to  a field  once 
merely  of  passing  interest  to  the  non-spe-. 
cialist.  Her  easy-to-read  articles  have 
appeared  in  Coins,  Coin  World,  COINage, 

Tams  Journal,  The  Medallion,  and  The  Nu- 
mismatist. She  is  a member  of  at  least  17 
organizations  and  has  been  active  in  most 
of  them.  The  list  of  honors  goes  on  and  on 
but  Virginia  is  too  well  known  to  continue 
to  "spread  the  gospel".  Suffice  to  state, 
"Virginia  is  a true  representation  of  all 
the  Guild  aims  to  accomplish". 

Dottie  Dow 

"The  Elongated  Gal".  A title  known  to 
all  who  read  coin  journals  and  a title  at- 
tributed to  the  queen  of  this  fascinating 
specialty.  Dottie  adds  glamour  to  the  ros- 
ter by  her  many  activities.  She  is  the 
author  of  "The  Elongated  Collector"  which 
has  been  sold  out  for  some  time  and  is  one 
of  the  most  sought-after  books  for  collec- 
tors of  Elongateds.  Dottie  also  heads  the 
organization  known  as  "TEC",  which  now  has 
more  than  300  members.  She  has  been  editor 
of  the  TEC  newsletter  and  her  articles  have 
been  seen  in  practically  every  coin  periodi- 
cal. 

Jack  Friedberg 

Mr.  Friedberg  has  requested  "no  publi- 
city". Members  will  recognize  him  as  hav- 
ing participated  in  several  ma.ior  coin 
books. 


HEWITT  TO  PUBLISH  VAN  BELKUM 
WORK  ON  NATIONAL  BANKS 

Collectors  of  National  Bank  notes  will 
be  eagerly  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a new 
book  by  Louis  Van  Belkum,  "National  Banks 
of  the  Note  Issuing  Period".  It  will  be 
published  by  the  well  known  numismatic  firm 
of  Hewitt  Bros.  The  book  will  be  an  exten- 
sive one  approaching  500  pages  and  be  a 
"best  buy"  at  the  reasonable  price  of  $9*50 
in  cloth  binding.  Exact  date  of  issue  has 
not  been  announced. 


BE  ACTIVE! 

To  maintain  your  interest  and  de- 
velop a sense  of  involvement  in  the 
Guild,  this  newsletter  must  be  repre- 
sentative of  YOUR  views.  It  must  ex- 
pand contact  with  the  Guild  members 
and  MUST  display  a reason  for  exist- 
ing. 

Merely  BELONGING  to  an  organization 
is  not  enough!  Taking  an  active  part 
is  the  only  solution  to  keeping  the 
Guild  alive  and  vibrant! 

Writers,  editors,  curators,  and 
publishers  have  united.  This  is  YOUR 
newsletter  and  it  solicits  articles 
about  YOUR  specialty. 

It  is  said  organizations  are  usual- 
ly run  by  a clique.  Let  this  group 
"click"  because  of  a clique  of  FIFTY- 
TWO! 

INTERVIEW  WITH  CHET  KRAUSE 

A very  short  interview  with  Chet 
Krause  follows : 

N.L.G.  — Are  there  enough  competent 
numismatic  writers? 

Krause  — There  is  ALWAYS  room  for 
more! 

N.L.G.  — Does  your  organization  use 
articles  from  non-staff  writers? 
Krause  — Yes,  in  all  our  publications. 
N.L.G.  — Is  there  any  possibility  of 
all  numismatic  publications  joining 
in  a united  effort  to  bring  back 
commemoratives  ? 

Krause  — Yes,  I believe  this  should  be 
done  after  talking  to  the  Bureau  of 
The  Mint.  They  have  definite  ideas 
which  could  be  helpful. 

Then  Chet  Krause  said,  "I  believe 
an  open  forum  between  the  editors  and 
publishers  of  all  coin  periodicals 
would  be  beneficial". 

The  N.L.G.  editors  believe  this  idea 
can  benefit  the  hobby  and  make  known 
divergent  viewpoints.  If  the  members 
who  have  positions  of  responsibility 
are  willing,  the  next  effort  of  our 
Guild  will  be  to  establish  the  Forum. 
May  we  have  your  prompt  answers?  The 
August  newsletter  will  announce  the 
feasibility  of  the  project. 
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Carl  Allenbaugh  (Early  English  Tokens) 
Free  Lance  (Krause  Publications) 

Clement  Bailey 

Editorial  Columnist  - Krause  Pubs. 

Thomas  Becker  (Minting  Methods,  Med.  Art) 
Author,  Ass't.  Curator  Detroit 
Money  Museum,  Public  Rel.  for  N.L.G. 

Q.  David  Bowers  (U.S.  & British  Coins) 
Columnist  and  Author 

Kenneth  Bressett  (Early  American  Coins) 
Managing  Editor  Whitman  Numismatic 
Journal,  Author 

Vernon  Brown 

Book  of  Knowledge,  Author,  Free  Lance, 
Encyclopedia  Americana 

Ray  Byrne  (Latin  America) 

Author,  Articles  in  most  coin 
publications. 

James  Charlton  (Canada) 

Coin  World  Columnist,  Author. 

Courtney  Coffing  (Notgeld) 

Executive  Editor 

Numismatic  Scrapbook,  World  Coins 

Virginia  Culver  (Tokens  & Medals) 
Columnist  - Coins,  COINage, 

Numismatist. 

Dottie  Dow  (Elongateds) 

Author 

Jack  Friedberg 
Author 

George  Fuld  (Tokens) 

Author,  Free  Lance 

Melvin  Fuld  (Exonumia) 

Author,  Free  Lance 

Nathan  Goldstein  (Paper  Money) 

Coin  World  Columnist 

Mort  Goodman  (Errors) 

Free  Lance 

Maurice  Gould  (Colonial) 

Columnist,  Author,  Assoc.  Ed.  of 
N.L.G.  Newsletter,  Articles  in  Major 
Coin  Publications 


Gordon  Greene  (Tokens,  Medals) 

Free  Lance 

Henry  Grunthal  (European  Medieval  & Modern) 
A.N.S.  Curator 

Lee  Hewitt 

Former  Ed.  & Pub.  Scrapbook< 

Hewitt  Publications,  Inc. 

Charles  Hoskins 

Curator  Detroit  Money  Museum, 

Author 

Barbara  Hyde 

Editor  - Numismatic  Digest 
Richard  Hyde 

Publisher  - Numismatic  Digest 
Cale  Jarvis 

Publisher  - Coin,  Stamp  & Antique  News 

Arnold  Jeff coat 
Coin  World,  Author 

James  Kelly  (Trends) 

Coin  World  Columnist 

Richard  A.  Long  (Mexico) 

World  Coins,  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 
Free  Lance 

**Leon  Lindheim 

Columnist 

Author 

Joel  Malter  (Ancients) 

Columnist  - COINage,  Publisher 

Lee  Martin  (English  Tokens) 

COINage,  Columnist,  Colliers  Yearbook, 
Author,  N.L.G.  Editor 

Ray  Manville  (Coins  with  History) 

Columnist,  New  England  Newspapers 

Ed  McClung 

Free  Lance,  Exec.  Sec.  for  N.L.G. 

James  Miller 

Editor  - Behn-Miller  Publications 
COINage 

Cliff  Mishler  (The  Unusual  or  Different) 
Editor  - Krause  Publications 
Coins,  Coin  Collector  & Shopper,  and 
Numismatic  News 
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Mendel  Peterson  (Spain,  Spanish  American) 

Curator  Smithsonian  Institute 
Author 

John  Queen 

Former  Editor  of  Coin  Collector 

Jerome  Remick  (British  Commonwealth  Coins) 

Author 

Ed  Rochette  (Medals,  Tokens) 

Editor  of  "The  Numismatist",  Author 

♦♦George  Rony 
COINage  Columnist 

Russell  Rulau  (World  Tokens,  Counters  & Paper  Money) 
Editor  "Numismatic  Scrapbook" 

World  Coins,  Author 

Margo  Russell 
Editor,  Coin  World 

Paul  Rynearson  (Ancients) 

Author 

Neil  Shafer  (Foreign  Paper  Money) 

Assoc.  Editor,  Whitman  Publications 
Author 

Arlie  Slabaugh  (Tokens,  Medals,  Paper  Money) 

Num.  Director,  Franklin  Mint 

Author,  Former  Assoc.  Ed.  Numismatic  Scrapbook 

E,  Victor  Snell 

Editor,  Canadian  Numismatic  Assoc.  Journal 

Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 

Author,  Curator  - Smithsonian  Inst. 

Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator  - Smithsonian  Inst. 

Author 


ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 


Jayne  Goodman 
Jean  Gould 
Alice  Martin 
Doris  McClung 
Faye  Rochette 
Darlene  Rulau 
Nicole  Rynearson 


Why  not  nominate  YOUR 
associate? 


SAVE 

THIS 

ROSTER 


FUTURE 

NEWSLETTERS 

WILL 

LIST 

NEW 

MEMBERS 


Mathew  J.  van  der  Voort  (Russian  Coinage  & Odd  & Curious) 
Columnist 
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By  Maurice  M.  Gould 

N.L.G. 


Writing  a syndicated  coin  column  is  not  all  peaches  and  cream.  I had  always 
wanted  to  do  a real  numismatic  column  which  would  spread  and  add  genuine  knowl- 
edge to  the  collectors  and  public  alike  and  when  I first  started,  I tried  to  fol- 
low this  formula. 

Naturally,  the  syndicate  is  interested  in  selling  the  column  and  it  is  the 
public  who  reads  the  Sunday  and  daily  newspapers  and  the  column  must  be  slanted 
with  that  in  mind  and  not  to  just  the  collector. 

It  is  extremely  important  to  have  questions  and  answers.  In  sorting  out  the 
mail,  it  is  usually  found  that  there  are  a number  of  questions  along  the  same 
vein  and  the  chances  are  that  many  others  would  also  be  interested,  so  as  a rule, 
these  are  the  questions  that  I select. 

Columns  on  such  rarities  as  the  1913  Liberty  Nickel,  1804  silver  dollar,  and 
others,  precipitate  a deluge  of  mail,  as  everyone  thinks  he  has  a rarity,  and  no 
matter  how  it  is  spelled  out,  those  with  1913  Buffalo  nickels  cannot  be  convinced 
they  do  not  have  the  rare  Liberty  nickel. 

When  writing  about  silver  dollars,  if  a photo  of  a common  date  such  as  1881 
appears  just  to  show  what  they  look  like,  most  of  the  readers  think  they  have  a 
ten  thousand  dollar  item  and  letters  frequently  state  — "I  have  been  offered  $2,000 
for  my  1881  silver  dollar,  but  I could  not  let  it  go  for  such  a low  price.  I would 
consider  selling  it  if  I could  get  a fair  price  for  it.” 

Stories  about  treasure  also  excite  the  imagination  and  finds  of  rare  pieces 
or  hoards  are  always  popular. 

Those  columnists  who  usually  write  a stamp  or  coin  column  for  one  paper  have 
more  leeway  than  the  syndicated  columnist  and  can  write  about  their  coin  shows, 
clubs,  and  local  activities. 

The  public  is  interested  in  what  is  doing  in  the  gold  and  silver  market,  the 
potential  of  the  coins  that  they  take  out  of  circulation,  and  what  the  government 
will  mint  — whether  it  be  proof  sets,  mint  marks,  or  other  coins.  Naturally,  they 
are  interested  in  the  values  of  the  coins  which  have  been  in  the  family  or  piggy- 
banks  for  a number  of  years. 

I enjoy  writing  my  column,  always  hoping  that  it  can  be  done  in  a more  serious 
numismatic  vein  and  maybe  I will  make  it  yet. 

Maurice  M.  Gould,  N.L.G. 


CURATOR’S  NOTEBOOK 
Charles  R.  Hoskins,  N.L.G. 

Director,  Money  Museum 
National  Bank  of  Detroit 

When  the  Money  Museum  of  National  Bank  of  Detroit  was  opened  in  I960,  the  bank 
decided  to  offer  coin  appraisal  service,  both  by  mail  and  at  the  museum  reception 
desk,  at  no  charge.  Initially,  only  a limited  amount  of  time  was  required  to  appraise 
the  material  brought  to  our  attention,  but  during  the  next  five  years  the  number  of 
such  appraisals  multiplied  many  times  over. 

All  too  frequently  staff  members  were  interrupted  while  developing  displays, 
writing  publicity  releases  or  conferring  with  others  in  the  bank  to  talk  with  visitors 
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CURATOR’S  NOTEBOOK  (continued) 

wondering  if  the  handful  of  coins  brought  back  from  Europe  were  of  any  value.  In- 
terruptions to  handle  numismatic  appraisals  many  times  each  day  prevented  the  mu- 
seum staff  from  concentrating  on  major  projects.  The  staff  recognizes  the  impor- 
tance of  assisting  individuals  seeking  information,  but  it  cannot  permit  other 
museum  activities  to  be  seriously  delayed  or  terminated  because  of  frequent  inter- 
ruptions. 

For  this  reason,  in  1 965 • the  museum  ceased  to  appraise  rare  coins  and  cur- 
rency, and  referred  these  requests  to  coin  dealers  in  the  city  and  elsewhere.  Few 
museums  in  the  United  States,  we  had  learned,  offer  appraisals,  for  the  reason  set 
forth  above  and  also  to  avoid  the  legal  complications  which  can  result  if  a staff 
member  inadvertently  errs  in  an  appraisal  and  thus  causes  the  owner  to  sell  his 
material  at  a small  fraction  of  its  true  value. 

In  May  a man  brought  four  ancient  Greek  silver  coins  to  the  museum  to  learn 
their  value.  When  I declined  his  request  for  an  appraisal  he  asked  me  to  identify 
the  pieces.  After  fifteen  minutes  of  paging  through  Barklay  Head’s  "Historia  Humorum" 
and  the  B.M.C.,  I gave  the  man  attributions  for  the  four  pieces. 

Once  again  he  asked  for  valuations,  and  again  I explained  that  I couldn’t  offer 
this  information.  He  changed  the  subject  for  a moment,  but  soon  was  pressing  me 
values  once  again.  ’’Surely  you  have  some  idea  of  what  these  coins  are  worth,”  he  sug- 
gested. Again,  and  more  forcefully,  I said  I could  not  appraise  his  coins.  ”But  you 
can  give  me  a general  idea,  can’t  you?”  Again  I declined,  and  he  departed. 

The  next  day  he  returned,  and  in  my  absence  the  Assistant  Director,  Tom  Becker, 
talked  to  him.  Again  the  man  pressed  for  an  appraisal,  but  Tom,  too,  declined  the 
request  several  times  before  the  man  reluctantly  departed. 

Many  people  seeking  coin  appraisals  at  the  Money  Museum  in  the  last  three  years 
have  used  similar  tactics  to  induce  us  to  give  valuations.  Invarinbly  their  efforts 
fail.  If  we  were  to  give  in  to  these  demands  on  a few  occasions,  word  would  spread 
that  the  museum  staff  will  appraise  numismatic  material  if  enough  pressure  is  ap- 
plied. Thereafter  many  visitors  would  be  insistant  in  demanding  valuations,  using 
ploys  such  as,  ”You  appraised  some  coins  for  my  neighbor  last  week,  so  why  won’t  you 
do  it  for  me?” 

Appraisals  may  be  obtained  from  coin  dealers,  from  experienced  collectors  or 
from  numismatic  catalogues  to  be  borrowed  from  libraries  or  purchased  from  dealers 
or  bookstores.  Experience  has  shown  us,  and  museum  staffs  throughout  the  world,  that 
appraisal  service  is  not  a proper  or  practical  museum  activity. 

Charles  R.  Hoskins,  N.L.G. 


The  enclosed  ’’History  and  Display  of  Our  Flag”  has  been  donated  to  each  N.L.G.  mem- 
ber by  the  Great  Western  Savings  and  Loan,  1418  North  Main  Street,  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 
The  American  Flag  can  be  worn  as  a lapel  button,  pin,  or  tie  tac . The  editors  have 
included  this  because  much  of  the  data  is  not  generally  known  and  we  feel  you  will 
enjoy  the  literature  as  much  as  we  did. 
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